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Intended Audience
Dentists, dental hygienists, dental assistants, and dental team members

Purpose
We now teach our emergency medical response to dental students at the start of their sophomore year. Oral Surgeons learn this material as a matter of course in their training. Most dentists, and other dental specialists assume that medical emergencies in the office are rare. But, rest assured, they are out there All you need is one to brighten you day, and change your career forever. 

Faculty will review
1. The statistical incidence of different medical emergencies in the dental office.
2. Diabetic problems, hypertension, hypotension, loss of consciousness, seizures, syncope, myocardial infarction, aspiration and airway management.

Benefits of Attending
You will be in a better position to asses and manage medical emergencies in your offices. We will use the "TEAM" concept to reinforce the fact that we all are better at some things than others. For example, I have an emergency room nurse that works with me while doing sedations. I trust her judgment better than my front desk person if a crisis occurs. My front desk person knows how to clear a waiting room and call 911better than my nurse. We will reinforce the notion of acting in concert as a team, rather than a lone practitioner should an emergency arise.

Persons attending this course should be able to
· Know which medical issues occur and with what frequency
· Formulate a TEAM concept to take back to their offices
· Know the signs and Symptoms of common medical emergencies that may occur in the dental office
· Know the management response specific for each of the above listed medical emergencies
· Know the protocol should a medical catastrophe occur in their office

The didactic portion of this course is the same as taught to our dental students at the Behling Simulation Center, UB Medical School. All protocol are excerpted from Stanley Malamed's book "Medical Emergencies in the Dental Office", 6th Ed. (Amazon.com) and The Office Anesthesia Evaluation Manual 8th Ed (aaoms.org). It also relies heavily on the 30 years experience of Drs. Elizabeth Hatton (who was an emergency room physician) and Michael Hatton, an Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon of some sort of local renown.

Participants are recommended to buy and read Dr. Malamed's book before attending this course, and are invited to attend Drs. Hatton's CDE course at the Behling Center with their office staff.

Note
This is an introductory course only. Physical diagnosis and emergency response must be practiced. No degree of expertise is promised from the short time we have together, but this course will provide an introduction and review of this important topic.
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